IN THE CLAIMS 



The claims have been amended as follows: 

1 _ 29 (canceled) 

30 (original) A package for containing and dispensing wire from a coil ofwiie, the wire 
coil having an axis, a radially onter snrface abont the axis providing an outer coil diameter, and 
axiallyoppositetop and bottom ends defining a coil height, said package comprising anonter carton 
havingabottom and fonr planar side parrels extending npward.y from said bottom a distance greater 
than said heigh,, each said side panel having an inwardly facing side snrface; an octagonal tnner hner 
within said onter carton, said liner having eight vertically extending planar walls wherein every other 
oneofsaideightwallsengagesaportionoftheinwardlyfacingsidesurfaceofadifferentoneofsatd 

side panels of said outer carton, adjacent ones of said eight walls being joined a. a liner corner; and a 
retainer ring engaging the top end of the wire coil, said retainer ring having a substanttally plartar 
fcodyincludinganinneropening and an outer edgecomprisingapluraUtyofnodesextendingradrally 
outward beyond the outer surface of the wire coil, each of said nodes being joined to an adjacent 
node by a node edge extending inwardly of the outer surface of toe coil, at least one of satd nodes 
interengaging a. least one of said liner comer, to prevent said retainer ring from rotating relarive to 
said inner liner. 

31. (original) The package according to claim 30, wherein said nodes have arcuate, 
radially outer end edges which are concave with respect to said opening. 

32 . (original) The package according to claim 3 1 , wherein said node edge is convex with 
respect to said opening. 



5 



33 (original) The package aeeording .0 claim 32, wherein said coil of wire has a radrally 

greater than said outside diameter. 

34. (original) The package according to claim 30, wherein said nodes have radially on.er 
edges intersecting one another at an angle. 

35. (original) The package according to claim 34, wherein said node edge is linear. 



36. 



(original) The package according to claim 35, wherein saidcoil ofwirehas aradrally 
inner surface, the package further including an imter sleeve snpporiing the inner surface of the cod, 
said^ers^evehavinganouuidediameterandsaidopeningofsaidretainerringhavingadrameter 

greater than said outside diameter. 



37. (ori 
arcuate. 



iginal) The package according to claim 34, wherein said radially outer edges are 



38 (original) The retainer according .0 claim 37, wherein said node ecge includes two 
inwardly curved edges which intersect a. a common central point between adjacent nodes. 

39. (original) The retainer according to claim 38, wherein said plurality of nodes is eight 
equally spaced nodes. 
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40 (original) A container for storing and dispensing a continnous wire from a eoil of 
wirethewireeoiibeingdonut.shapedandhavinganou.ward.yfaciogsnxfaeehavioganon.erco,. 

diameter, an inward* faeing surface having an inner coi. diameter and top and bottom surfaces 
defining a coil height, said container comprising an outer carton havurg a rectangular bottom and 
si dewa.,sex,endingupwardlyfromsaidb.«om,eachsaidsidewa.,havin g i„ward.yartdou W ary 

and outwardly facing surfaces, said inner finer having an octagonal eross-secfiona. configuration 
every otheroneofsaidourwardlyfacingsurfacesofsaidlinerwafisengagingadifferentoneofsard 

i„ward.y facing surfaces of said sides walls, said inwardly faeing surfaces of said liner wans 
engagingtheoumard.yfacingsnrfaceofmewirecoiUandasubs^tial.yplanarreuinerringhavmg 

an opening producing an inner edge and having an outer peripheral edge, said periphera. edge 
includingeightequallyspaced nodes which extend mdiaifyon^ardly beyond me outer surface of fire 

wire coi., each of said nodes beingioined to an adjacent node by a, leas, one inwardly extendtng 
eurvilinearnodeedgeprodueingagapbemeensaidperiphem.edgeands^ditmerfiner.saidret.ner 

ring being positioned onthe top surface ofthe wire coi., and saidnodes engaging a, least oneofsatd 
finer walls to maintain said retainer ring substantially centered within said side wails of satd outer 
carton and to prevent said retainer ring from rotating relative to said inner finer. 

4, . (original) The container according to claim 39, wherein said at least one node edge 
extends inwardly ofthe outer surface ofthe wire coil. 

42 (original) The container according to claim 41, further including an inner sleeve 
supporting the inner surface of the coil, said inner sleeve having an outside diameter and said 

43 (original) The container according to claim 39, further including an inner sleeve 
supporting the inner surface of the coil, said inner sleeve having an outside diameter and satd 
openingofsaid retainer ringbeingchcularandhavingadiameter greater than said outside drantcter. 
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(original) The container aeeording <o claim 40, wherein said at least one node edge is 
inwardly extending curved edges which intersect a, a common centra, poin, hetween adjacent 



44. 

two " 
nodes. 



45 (original) A container for storing and dispensing a continuous wire from a coil of 
wnemewirecoilbeingdonut-shapedandhavinganou^ardlyfaeingsmfacehavinganoutercotl 

dtameter, an inwardly facing surface having an inner cot. diameter and lop and bottom surfaces 
def,„ingaconheigh.;saidcon,ainereom P rismg:anon.ercartonhavingacircularbot.omwallanda 

cylindrical side wall extending upwardly from said bottom wall and having an inner surface, a 

ftom said bottom wall, said supports engaging the outwardly facing surface of .he wire coil, and a 
subs.antial^planarre^incrringhavinganopenmgprodncingantnneredgeandanou.erpenphera. 

edgeincludingaplura.ityofnodeswhichex.endradial.youtwardlybeyondmeoutersurfaceof.he 
wirecoil.adjacen.onesofsaidnodesbeingjoinedbyanmwardlyex.endingnodeedge.saidreta.ner 
nngbeingposi.ionedonttte.op snrfaceof.be wire cod, and at leas, one ofsaid node edges engaging 
one of said supports to prevent said retainer ring from rotating relative to satd stde wall. 

46. (original) The container according to claim 45, wherein said nodes have arcuate 
radially outer edges which are concave relative to said opening. 

47. (original) The container according to claim 46, wherein said node edge is arcuate and 
convex relative to said opening. 

48. (original) The container according to claim 45, wherein said plurality of supports is 
four supports. 
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49. (original) The container according to claim 48, wherein said plurality of nodes is four 

nodes. 



50. (original) The container according to claim 49, wherein said supports are cylindrical 
in cross-section transverse to said sidewall. 



51-61 (canceled) 
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